SCOTTISH  POLICY

AFFAIRS MORE READILY TO THE HANDS OF THE
REST, MAKING (WHEN THE AFFAIRS HAVE BEEN
WELL FRAMED BY YOU) SUCH OF them REST PRIVY
TO THEM OR YOU CONCLUDE, AS SHALL BE
THOUGHT BY YOU AMONGST YOU MOST CONVENI-
ENT : for where many be of counsel things can neither be
k[ept] so secret nor yet so well wrought as they may be by fewer.
Consider IT NOW AMONGST YOU I PRAY YOU, how
necessary it shall be for your assurances AND COMMODITY
to provide now, that this money and munition brought out of
France, WHICH IS NOW in the casftle] of Dumbarton, BE
SUBSTANTIALLY LOOKED TO SO THAT IT MAY
SERVE FOR YOUR COMMODITIES, AND NOT TO PUT
IT IN TRUST OF ONE MAN ALONE, WHICH WHEN
HE LUST MAY MAKE Y[OU] REPENT AND THEN
TOO LATE. THEREFORE WE THINK IT WERE CON-
VENIEJNT THAT YOU AMONGST YOU SHOULD
APPOINT such as you know to be men of trust and fidelity
towards you TO have the charge and oversight of the said money
and munition], ALTHOUGH IT BE WITHIN THE FORE-
SAID CASTLE; [and] by fair means and persuasions to induce
thereto the said Earl of Lennox to BE CONTENT WITH THE
SAME, and to say unto him, among other reasons that you may
allege for your purpose, that in case he should leave the govern-
ment of the castle in the hands of any one man as he hath hither-
to, now that such money and munition is within the same, he
might peradventure have an evil account of it, AND rather by
that means put weapon in his enemies' hand to his own con-
fusion, AND YOURS AMONGST YOU. FOR DOUBTLESS
THE CARDINAL, KNOWING IT TO BE THERE, will
work by all means possible to get into his hands THE PLACE
or at the least [the] money and munitions that is come out
of Fra[nce], You see many men now a days be of such incon-
stancy and unfaithfulness, as yourselves have specially experi-
mented many times in THE FORESAID Earl of Arran AND
OTHER. . . .